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THE 


THE CHURCH 


or 


UNTIED SOCIE TY or BELIEVERS UT 
UNI 0.N VILLA GE, cour TY OF WARREN 


To which ‘is 


A concise statement Of the nature and founctation principles 
of church- unson jm the of all 


saints tento me. those that have made a 
me. by sacrifice. And the heavens shall declare his righteousness far God him. A 
self is judge. But unto the wicked God saith, What hast thou t dotodecare 
my. statutes, ar shat thon shonlciest take my covenant in thy month? Seeing thom 
est instruction.,and castest my-words behind thee. . Daw. 

Then they that-feared the LORD spake often one to another : and the TARD her. | 3 
" Kened and heard , anda book of remembrance was written before ‘him for them that 


name. And they shall be mine saith the 
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coming’ Christ. on the sening “up of his kingdom on carth, 
contemplatect, past dispensations, as an event whtth be productive of 
the most perfect. union among, the people of God. Hence that covey prediction of the, 
Jacob ,.when he called Aus sons together, to tell them what should befal chem 


last day. “ The sctptre shall not depart from Judah , nor a from 
Shiloh come, unto him shall the gathoring Of the people he.” 


Ana the prophet. speaking the. ptople of God in the days, } 

‘att come and ging in the Acight of ion and shall flow together. 91,42. And hence 

the church of ‘God 4 50 much prhen. of under the. similitude of a city, a house or such 
buildings. “a the most: closely connected and compacted together. From which tt és easy 

pe ‘that the Hew-Jerusalen, or the thurch,. of God, in the latter. day, shoulet consist 

people. of one. heart, one, sont and one. interest 
Accordingly Christ made his first appearance, first lesson n which he 
‘sdf denial, and a. perfect Ww union with. other souls. And i in fact the. mast certain criterion 
he fave, by which. his true should. be Anoten. was their joint anton. ond. 
line to each other. “ By this Shall all. men know that ye one my disciples: yehove 
love one to ‘nether. “Hine his first followers forsook alt and followed their lead. 


or, who had not where to lay his and dependent, their on | 
what. put into a common bag. 


Ape. the day of pentecost, when the were gathered into the perfect 


: order of a church, they were built upon the same foundation principle of a full and entire 

union." "And all that belicoedt were together and had all common and sold their 
possessions and parted them. to all as emery man “had need» These’ were a hind firstpruits 
the Gospel but the great harvest i was but a short time that they 
allowed be together: for there arose a great persecution against church, tous at 
salon and they verre alt scattered abroad except the apostles, 


he was well known to those who hac the revelation of God , that the sathering of the rere 


day, was only to serve an or shadore the everlasting union of the saints, 
‘when Christ should ear the second time: that this sancluary of union and strength 


be trodden under of and the por fe the or, in other 


words, that there would be afalling aoeny from that order , into wahich they ‘had been gathered. 
‘by the extraordinary Sifts ancl Power of the Holy ghost; therefore they of the 
_the ring, union flory fé the church a8 pertaining to a day. and as the offiet of 
tard principle ¢ facth ana free choice, mithout any ampullsory power Thus 


Paul hesced brethren by the coming our Christ ancl 


* 
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the spiret: ancl ngporting one joint interest an all things, spiritual and temporal. 


—— 
2 


ciple of everlasting union hath been trangmittect fo thee western. country. 


gathering together unto him. the coning-of the macs represented 


Should be ready, go to one and fo one fet 2 4 

the marmer in Which the church woulet be sech as be | 

ready to to enter freely into one | hand And to this, the of 

those who were to the fost, and could sin come because they Mere unvasllng to 

up their gpecial interest their lands, their oxen or'theit “wives. 
Again it was said, that they who would: be alive ane remain. at the coming yf Christ 


be op together rather, according the original, ‘ature or away coge 


ther ) with them ‘who were risen with Christ in Great multitudes, to meet the Lord in the spit, 


and h be ever ; each as a pittar in the spiritual temple God, to/go no more ottt. 


In the building feely framed together gromech unto an temple in the In whom: 
ye also wre buitded together for an Rabitection of God: through the Spl ret.” From all tobich ts plain 
and evident , that it wes not in the ‘or in Me natural elgeeds, that the saints Or of 


Grod were to be Gathered , but here on earth, in the form and oreler of a church, the anit 


ok 
4 


A ccordlingly ' when the work OF God began , in these last cays , it ewenced itse if te the 
work which had Been ats én its inte pect 


* 


the rch and the poor met together the mountains lect and the vallics raisect, 


ane the ule that Believed were. of one heart anct of one sont, neteher said ony 


of them, that aught oft the things Yohich he possessed his ron, But: they had all things 
common and as the seed a more mature and extensive grnath, thes. bond 


union was tranapkented niore Senerorcs soit of - Americo 
Tres. who first the testimony of the gospel, in the New England actes, 
same to all men, that it teas the true spurid of God, ch prom to be j 


ed out in the latter days, which they received ‘and by which “they, were | led; when. toking 
precaution for the trial of their faith, they freely and rily came ¢ Logether o one 
conse crated themselves with all their interest to,God, én up porting 
unterest, for pious and charitable uses. dnd thus the gospel hath been t preserved for-mengy 
among a people, who like ‘the ancient saints at Jirusalem, distribution of their 

fount property to all the Bin g the church as they have need From also, the 


Since the opening of the Gospel, in these western states, hath been concern. 
AKERS, and some 
fave endeavoured to  Prqudice 


and ster up in possible, a. obstruct true evangelical unjon ‘ahd 
ship: He owever, we believe all doubt, that this Jeng established ordler. of the 
Lg, not only ‘escarding the scriptures truth, but alee perfectly consistent the. civi 


and cons secured by goverment b cilistn of the 
Therefore according | both law and andl the Coit rights ofa fu are 
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Quthorised to. maintain, as the founctation piinciptee of gospel union. and chutch relation , 


Th hat all. souls God hath cre free and have a to. believe Hp 


convietiy andl to act according to thecr own faith, 
When God sencteth any teach, on his ‘will, in any matter’ all who are ton- 
rvinced that he i is @ messenger Sent of God, Yight believe ane obey him,” 


When God, by his. me avenger doth call any person or persons to tite practice of duty, which 


may require Sorhis own glory or the good mankind; the person orpentons thus caller, 
have am in dioputaple right to dissolye all engagements, that woule, interfere With or obstruct them 

“on fheir obedience b such call, Then tt manifestly the call and. requirement of God, in the 
, that all, Yoouled be the: cistiples of Christ, should deny themselves, ancl take up 
their crags. folt ovo him, ts the duty just privilege of all toho ‘dre thics-called , 
disengage themselves all. inferior. objects, and to Aedicate and devote themvelyos 


to the service of God, cincl to use 
their. talents to whatever pions. and charitable purpose they may the most 
to God ‘Provided they defraud no one or withhold from any their just right. 
who are unequally yoked, by marriage raith unbelievers, are ander fo 
‘Stic their r faith by living after the fresh; and if the unbeliever chuse fo separate from 
the beliewer-son that account a brother or not bondage in such caseé; but 
the parties have aright. to Such separation and incihe a of. their inter- 
being: thus oeparated, from the taibelieving have. equakiights 


gat, anc brethren or siste 


ind. priveleges with thewamarried to devote themselves Veith their interest, tcme and talents — 


to the ger dice: of God, in sthe ; and tohateder forcibly Prohibit ret 
tng according. to their faith: and. conpci nce, must be the 
dures: and the foun dation principles. of: any. free goverament whol eer 
But'as'many of the: prejtcle ces ‘among mankind against the principles of anton in the 
“of Christ are forinded on. false statements : therefore, fo 
the better of all” ‘toricerned , we shall more the’ motives” 


tot abe this spiritwat tnton anet relation in the gospel ind che” 


We to vath and men, that of the cell wp 
awillingness to ‘anit obey andl to find justification in obeyingg forith, 
— from sin; Oren’ the leciting motives, inducing us to embrace 
tyrant gospel hath? separated up from the course of the world, to 
anton and spiritual, to tach other in the order of God, And we further declere, 
‘that we hatve neither been flattered with-any. prospect of temporal honour, spleasure-or Profit.nor 
threatened any nish ment. means bringing into the present order 
Of the gospel; Neither have we , at any time, ‘disposition. ia aur teachers: or breth 
of any rank , fo blind og deceive us Or in. “any fo we efraud: out our property, ¢é 
have folsly suggested: Neither at the or practice othe society fm 
any one ‘tb live idly on the or labour another, Meither there any ach thing as 


‘or even persuading any ane enter union or relation orte in 


their property, cemr:time and 
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way, ether property, time or Service, beyond or contrary t his or her firth and fe oho 
2. Notwithstanding it hath been our faith, from our first receiving: the gospel, thant be uniteet 
| joint- interest, is the most perfectrorder of carth yet we have founct this important 


relation coulel not be immediately enteredinto or supported by any body of people, but according 
fo the gift f God, must be gained by a preparatory work ,in which wll concerned have aga P- 
| portunity of ‘proving the sincertty of thecy faith, and the honesty of their intentions. 
it q ‘into jount tnterest and relation in the gosptl, must previously have 
settled of all their just debts, righted all their wrongs ond be clear of all, just from td 
| ave without, and must also have gained So greot:a Legpee of wetory over con evil nature, ag 
be able fo subject themselves t the order God, and. count tt aprivilege to stpport and.an 
equal heirship with others in the gospel: Therefore in this preparatory work, believers holed their 
interest Stparately, make their cion bargains , settle their own accounte,-and severally 


pwse Of their property as they think proper ;-and have neither right nor privilege togive up 
their inttr(st t any person or persons theer 
therefore previous @ final dehication-of either persons ‘om property ; believers: 
privilege of proving: and ilove by coming into ‘a family relation which may Be cis 
solved at any time vorthout damage ; actording to the following Principles ‘agreement. 
Any number Of belierens, who are sufficiently clap Of embatrassments may unite tnd five to- 
in the ortfer of one family jointly agrecing to dedicate ther time gervice andthe use 
of thet property 6 the the family thug -conshtated ; The property i 
butvap inventory thereof being token family stend jointly 
of tach whieh restored tind, matte good individual, whencoer 


may at any time 


or any. member opel 


g When sufictent trial and proof hath: been,made, on ordem 
4s. prepared for entering into the order relati on.of the. heer y atteh as 
te come into that important relation must settle\it tn to full sacri- 
fice to once for all, a no ground is on can be left forvar how 
‘can we thet ave deadto sin any longer there thi 
of the covenant, bo return no more, to the world , forever; on forsake the’ Soe 
mature, never Took back ; Forno main pret Wis hand 
It the faith and invariable practice Yf thé hae all are 
ed as menibers, do frely and voluntarily, their deliberate choice; dedicate 
and’ ‘devote with ail that they possess, to the service of God _forcoer 


Then according fo the order God, both under te in the 
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is. set apart to a holy use according to the «stimation thered, mony again be restored, 
gee Late. But no devoted thing that aman shall devote unto the , of all dot 
C hath, of man and beast and Of the field of his possession shall be sold or recleem. 
d; every devoted thing ts most holy unto the ord; ‘it shall not be redeemed, but 
phall surely K put to death” and reckoned cé indeed’ every other end and purpose 
and alive tothe service of God. Then as only those are allowed to devote] that 1 to 
conse crate by « vow or binding obligation ] themselves or any thing that they possess, 
> wha are fully satisfied that it 4s their duty and privilege 80 to do, therefore , those 
who make the gospel their final choice and enter into covenant relation with the 
church, need never expect to be exonerated or released from the solemn engagements, into a 
which they voluntarily enter; nor cantt ever be expected that the farthful will betray their i 
trust or. infringe pon any consecrated thing, t gratify « reprobate spirit, ‘in'those who 
omifielly. apostatise from the strait and narrow way of stlf. dental. And as tt never wos 
noris the manner, custom Fule of the church, to mothe any account of the personal 
property, the tabour or servece of any member as matter of tebt damage or blame , or for the mem - 
bers of the church: to bargain or deal With eath other upon any principle of personal tn ~ | 
‘terest whetever, therefore there never was, nor is, nor ever can be any foundation in lat, upon 
which we; or any of us, or any member of the church whatever, can ever bring any charge of 
oebt damage or blame agoinst each other or against the church or any member thereof, or any 
other person rw hetterver any thing ‘devote’ God, Bor as the carth is the 
‘the fulness thereof, ‘anet ae the Whole creation hath been correipted and lost: from God, wn _ 
the influence of a Spirit, ever since the fall of man and as we believe thet 
time’’of restitution tome , and that God hath begun the work ; therefore thet devott to 
pit; we consider as recleemed jrom under the curse, and the use andl posses stow thereof law 


fo the therch ond united gn one infest the 


‘the subscribers, by each other, BELBVERS in Christ: having 

‘the testimony the trough the ministration of the church, Lnown By the name 

at. tn the township o Canaan county Columbia and state of NEW YORK, and 
beeing, cccording the distinguishing. Jaith of satel church, that Christ hath made his 

appearance: ‘the second time without sin unto ‘salvation , and hath begun to establish his hingdom of ' 

righteousness. and peace, an earth, which is free to ‘all people and will stand foreve? ; and being: 
male partakers of thet power of God which hath called and ‘enabled us to take up a : full and 
daily agatnet the world, the flesh and all evil in our , and to Christ, in the 


regeneration, , by which, we believe, » Beh , according fo his everlasting promise, will gather together 

into one, all things in Christ, which are in heaven and earth ; And token sufficient 
time and precaution our faith, and being fully that it is the faith of the 
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ony trite gospel into which we arc éalled ; and feeling tt to be our and Phivilege, 


relation. of the andl fo hold owrselves free and separate from all that 


and duties ofthe n members, with the rules, monners ancl custom 


| the unity, purty and peace of the body ; and also the principles and practice of the chut 


ing to the scripteres, the present call of God anti the civil and réligtous wights 
in common other citizens, to obey our fotth in all things, and to thuse that manner 
of 1ife; which we believe is most acceptable t God ned most profitable to the sptritual 
and temporal Joon and welfare of cnd others: And being fully persuaded that 
the union ang relation of the church of God in one Joint interest, is the most pleasing to God ‘ 
and procluctive of the greatest good of any thing attatnable on earth: And according to our faith.» 
having entered tnto COMER to gather tagether, and be constituted in the: form and order 
church holding one jot wip according to the gospel: which coven ant y for upwards 
Ste years, hath been strictly hept ond maintained; being well from 
that the principles thervof are accoriling to the frie bpi rit ‘Of the gospel ancl must stand Book % 
both in Leer and conscience, according to. the trae sense ane meaning thereofy. 


ttt he our duty. privilege, ‘accoring to the tnergase of onder in the 


lonfirm the sard covenant, with such as may be and future 
We do by these presents covenant and agree, to renorince and dtsannel band, tte 


‘ain to the corrupt 
generation of fallen man; And as brethren: and sisters in the gospel, to support and matntain 
the form, order and relation of the. church as duly constituteet forever, 
the teaching and government of DAVID Darrow and RvTH FARRINGTON, whom we 
hnowledge.as oup spiretecal parents in the work. Gf regeneration’ ang Len 
gualfied, by the gift of God, minister the only gospel of salyetton, 
through. the farthful exercise of their ministry » wehave recetued the. 
fatth and order of ; the church, in relation to the rights and privileges » fats and, wae s) 
toms, of the church, de suppor’. of 


in relation to the pore, use anel te jotnt interest of church: All 
which , satisfed, ne to the mind ade, in the scrip- 


tures Therefore tt ds our fatth and mutecal agreement , to ratify ancl con our covengnt 


engagements fo heep and maintain the farth and order, the principles and practice and the 
rules, manners. customs the church as atelier d to us; and in particular, held | 


ily and Jointly promise and agree to obey ne nts in the right, 


to our FATHER and MOTHER which 18 the first commandment with 


yet to ther. councal , correction and instruction righteousness, and to » observe 


be Satthful in our ‘respective deutt ancl, to keep in ae, bond of 


whatsoever they herve commarcled Us; to reepect each other our several lots and cattt- 
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As it is fit and proper, that crc indtoiduals shout he entrusted the: ofthe ‘temporal 


interest the as deacons or trustees, and as PETER Pease amet tees have acted | 


thy fe the security and disposal the joint interest the church jointly agree, that 
transactions the the church, hetherto, be considered anc. supportect 
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y ‘as Valid; and that such individuals as may hereafter be called ‘to that office, and trust, 
be chosen according to the order of the church and set apart by the ministry ( through whom they 


are accountable tothe body for all their oficial transactions ) and being, by the inion of the body, 
called, appointed and set apart to the sard office of deacons: or trustees, they shall be considered as 


duly authorised ancl empowered to all the cluttes thereof, according tothe nites and regula, 


tions of the church, hergfore hnown and prattisect, and whtch are herein after briefly stated. 

MH. who are received, as members of the church, are be of tamful’ age to ace for themselves, 
and to offer themselves, freely and voluntarily , as a religtous dutY, and according to their own 
faith and desire ; ond such as have property and are free from debt, or any just demanit from 
thosl who are without, , are allomd, actording to their own faith, to bring in and devote as 
@ part of the jotnt interest of the church, all such property as they justly hole? ancl have an 


indisputable reght to as ther Ieerofeul interest ; and the joint tnterest of the church, thus fon. 


ad and established, free from debt or blame , by the free-wt 1 offerings of the members , respee, 
tively, shalt be hele and possessed by the whole bed jointly ; as their natural and religtots. 
right ; that is, tach and every member of, the church shall enjoy equal rights and prt't leges 
: in the use of all things pertaining to the church , according to his or her calling and needs, 
($0 long ars he or she remain obedient. athe order and Severn ment of the church ) without any 
ofistinction. being made, on account of what any one bina in; And all the neni are | 


likewise A olden and duty bound, VS to their several abilities, fo maratain ancl 


port the Joint interest of? the church, in union’ and conformity to the onder and goverment of the 
church, all, in ‘their respective callings, improving their gifs and talénts. for the general goed. 

IW, That it shall be the ctuty of the cleacons ortrustere of the church t have the change 
and oversight of all and singular the estate and interest, aedicated, devoted 
given up, as Lo the interest of the church , wrth all gifts, grants andl 


may ot time be given or devoted for the benefit of the. church. oryfar thevrelicf of 


the poor or any “such charitable OF purpose ; and the said Joint, Interest; grants 
and . ons shall be held by them, in the deacons on trustees, atid shall 


he remain, forever, under the fawiful protection, care ancl oversight the, 


of the. church, in @ continual Line of succession. 
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edad m de, these pr resents, mutually, cowenant , “promise aging that all the 


tions of the deacons, in the use and disposal of the fonts interest of the church; shall be for. 


the mutual binefit of the church, and tie body, and to no- or ps 


vate end or purpose whaterer. 


fore it is our fatth and agreement , never to bri ng into the joint. interest Of the church, by 
purchase, or atherwise , any property which is not redeemeedt and free from all claim of debe or 


rials and in all the transactions of the deacons or trustees . We mean that this ie are be 


"En all the land of your possresion ye shall grant a redemption for the land After sold 


LOThere shall clesve nought of the accursed thing thine hand; Thou shate not desire fest 


then be snared therein wetther shale thou bring an aSomtnation tnte thy horse , lest thor be a cursed thing Ute. 
shale eeteerly detest it Thou cetterly abhor tt for 0 thing. 13.97.4726. In rot $e deep 
frem the accursed thing lest yourselves accursed and make the camp of isratla ceerse, ana trouble 
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And if not design in supporting dint. te lay up a of this worlds 
goods but whet is justly hedeemed to God fo-use ancl: improve for honour and Slory; there. 
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te, or under any pretence whatever, contract aay debt, on the Bretended credit of the jotnt.tnterest of 
cd cs out Of union wrth us, and Personally gaecountable for his contracté. 


our transactions ; and aswe personally hold no lggal claim to any part of the consecrated Property’ 


- Secrater interest of the church , be appropriated fo the purposes , to which tt 18 consecrated . 


cause tobe kept, tn a hook or books “provided for that Purpose 2 true copy of this covers 


the tnformatton. and satisfaction of all concerned, and the the interest 


tion isto reecive and diffuse the manifold gifes of to the mutual comfort and 


| debt or demand against the deacons of the church nor ther» sttceessors, nor against any mem - 


possession, order ane tse the joint interest of the tw confirmation of 


strictly observed, not bind themsel&es by any obligation or promise which would be constdered 
as bringing the joent interest . And Should any one , in the ofa deacon ar 


the church , we shalt not consider ourselves bound to answer tt; But the ndtvidual shall he consider. 
And furthermore , as it 28 our faith, not to bring cebt or blame against the church for any of 
of the church , therefore no deacon or trustee hath any right or authority to use the joint interest 


of the. church £7 paytng any debt or damage or answering any aemand which may come against 
any ofus as individuals; but tn all cases tt shall he the duty of the deaconshsP, to gcc that the con - 


And as it is the order and manner of the church, that cll matters relating to the joint ater. | 
est of ‘the church, be transacted in union with the body , therefore meneng to this rate, the 
deaconship of the church ts and shall be, at all times, duly authorised manage and dispose 
of the property and tnterest of the church , in behalf o the body; anc tomake all laayful defence 


for the security ¢ and | protection of the rights and Prewtleges of t the church, according the prin- 
ciples of herein expressed, 
fe And further we covenant and agree thet tt shail be the duty of the trustees, to hep or 


ant, togrther wtth all other records by of aa public nature , may be jor 


of the church, committed fo their ren. 
vi. And moreover, the whole’ thd and of our uniting in church 


ptiess of cach other, as brethren and sisters. in the gospel, and jor the relief of the ‘Poor, 
the widew and fatherless and such as may be deemed “real objects of charity: therefore, 
acrordt ng to the fatth, onder and example the church, we by these presents, solemn- 


ly covenant with tach other, ; for ourselves our heirs anel assigns never hereafter fo bring 


ber of the church or community, jointly or severglly , account any of eur services or pro- 
perty thus devoted and to the aforesaid and charitable Ane 


covenant shall be a steffictent witness for us, béfore’ alt men and tn all cases relating oe 


all the aforesaid statements, covenants, Promises and articles of agre’ment, we have respect- 
ively, hereunto gubscribed our names, Segunning on tats day July in the 
cur Liord one eight be hundred and: Lit the presence of cach other and 


dr'senterested witnesses. 
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